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Our Mission
“Lead efforts to reduce 
the negative impact of 
drug misuse/abuse on 
children and families.”
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SURVEYS SINCE LAST MEETING 
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Frequency: Annual 
Last Done: July

Frequency: On-going
Last Done: Year round

Frequency: Bi-annual 
Last Done: May & Nov

(MT, WTC & RLH)

Frequency: Annual 
Last Done: July



SURVEYS SINCE LAST MEETING 
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Frequency: Annual 
Last Done: June (MT), December (WTC), 
March (RLH) & May (FOCUS)

Frequency: Every 5 Years 
Last Done: August



2019 NATIONAL SCHOOL SURVEY

¡ Survey of Middle & Senior School Students on Alcohol, Tobacco, Other Drugs & Health
conducted October 7th-11th, 2019.

¡ Collaboration with Ministry of Education

¡ Purpose:

§ Prevalence of ATODs

§ Risk and protective factors

§ Antisocial behaviours

¡ Survey Population:

§ M2 to S4 students (12 – 18 years)

§ 6 public, 6 private, 11 home schools (2019)

§ Surveyed 2,764 students

¡ Administered every 4 years since 2003.
4



SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

v Alcohol use ranged from a low of 2.2% among M2 students to a high of 27.9% among S2 and S4 students
v Marijuana use from a low of 0.7% among M2 students to a high of 17.5% among S3 students
v Cigarettes use from a low of 0.5% among M2 students to a high of 3.9% among S2 and S4 students 

v Males were more likely to use cigarettes (6.5% and 2.1%) and inhalants (10.0% and 2.3%), along with other illegal drugs 
(1.9% and 1.2%); 

v Alcohol use was more prevalent among females (49.5% and 14.3%).
v Marijuana use was higher for females (18.5% versus males 17.8%) in the lifetime reference period whilst males had 

higher current use in 2019 (8.2% versus females 7.0%).
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Gender differences were apparent

Current use of substances was most prevalent among older students



v The average age of first use ranged from 9 years for inhalants to 14 years for cannabis resin, cocaine, ecstasy, and 
hashish. 

v Alcohol use began around 12 years
v Cigarette use at 13 years 
v Marijuana use began around 14 years
v Females initiated substance use earlier than males

v 46.6% of the current users of alcohol have reported that they usually get it from a “friend” 
v 48.6% of the lifetime marijuana users indicated that they usually get it from a “friend”
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SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

No delayed or earlier age of initiation

Students mostly get alcohol and marijuana from friends



v The majority of students believe that there are drugs in the area surrounding or next to their school (43.6%) or at their 
school (37.0%). 

v While there is the belief that students bring, try, or deal drugs at their school (38.2%) or outside the school (35.2%), 
fewer students reported personally seeing a student selling or giving drugs (14.8%) or using drugs at school or in an area 
surrounding the school (21.5%). 

v One-third (33.2%) of students indicated that no friend will would try to convince them to stop or disapprove of them 
smoking marijuana

v Nearly one in 10 students indicated that he/she has been on a bike driven by someone who had been drinking alcohol
v 27.9% of students indicated the same about being in a car. 
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SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

Belief that drugs are in school or surrounding area and students engage in illicit behaviour; although not 
personally evident: 

There are friends who will not disapprove nor convince another to stop smoking marijuana

Students were passengers in motorized vehicles operated by persons under the influence



¡ First implementation of the Marijuana Survey.

¡ Representative sample of 536 students across six public schools and four private schools.

¡ Grade levels M2 through S4 (12 to 18 years) were surveyed.

¡ Purpose:
§ To examine patterns of use, the marijuana market, issues of public safety.
§ Exposure to education campaigns, respondents’ usual source of marijuana products

prior to the Regulated Cannabis Act.

¡ Objectives:
§ Study marijuana products
§ Monitor trends in the prevalence and frequency of its use
§ Examine the prevalence and frequency of antisocial behaviours
§ Determine the social impact of marijuana use and youth
§ Assess perceptions of the risk of using marijuana for various reasons

MARIJUANA SURVEY
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Questionnaire Sections:

Marijuana 
Prevalence

Social 
Impact

Marijuana 
Perception

Policy Treatment & 
Prevention
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v Lifetime marijuana use was most prevalent among S4 students (31.8%). 

v Marijuana use was higher for males (16.3% versus 11.4% for females) at the lifetime use reference period. 

v Males recorded higher prevalence-of-use in the current reference period (5.9% for males versus 3.6% for females).

v Age of initiation ranged from a low of 11.8 years for M3 students to a high of 15.3 years for S4 students.

v Males initiated lifetime marijuana use earlier (13.8 years) than their female counterparts (14.9 years). 

v Overall, average age of onset is 14.2 years. 
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SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

Marijuana use was most prevalent among older students

Males were more likely to use marijuana than females

Marijuana use began in middle school



v Age of initiation ranged from a low of 11.8 years for M3 students to a high of 15.3 years for S4 students. 

v Overall, average age of onset is 14.2 years.

v Males initiated lifetime marijuana use earlier (13.8 years) than their female counterparts (14.9 years). 

v Marijuana use was higher for males (16.3% versus 11.4% for females) at the lifetime use reference period.

v Males recorded higher prevalence-of-use in the current reference period (5.9% for males versus 3.6% for females).

v Lifetime marijuana use was most prevalent among S4 students (31.8%). 
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SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

Marijuana use was most prevalent among older students

Males were more likely to use marijuana than females

Marijuana use began in middle school



v Majority of students believe that there are drugs in the area surrounding or next to their school (61.6%) or at their school 
(57.8%). 

v There is the belief that students bring, try, or deal with drugs at their school (48.0%) or outside the school (50.0%)

v Students reported personally seeing a student selling or giving drugs (40.2%) or using drugs at school or in an area 
surrounding the school (41.2%).
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SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

Friends were the main source of marijuana

Belief that marijuana is in school or surrounding area and students engage in illicit behaviour, although 
not personally evident: 

v Nearly seven in 10 lifetime marijuana users have reported that they usually get it from “friends”



v Nearly four in 10 students (35.1%) reported using marijuana “sometimes” because “it is what most of your friends do when 
they get together”.

v Of current marijuana users, in the past 12 months, 24.0% of them admitted to driving a motor vehicle within two hours of 
use. Additionally, 26.0% said that they had driven a motor vehicle within two hours of consuming marijuana and alcohol. 

v A large proportion (42.1% or 57 students) of current marijuana users said they had been a passenger in a motor vehicle 
driven by someone who had been using both marijuana and alcohol in the previous two hours. 
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SURVEY HIGHLIGHTS

The influence of friends’ use in social settings

Social Impact (Impaired Driving)



Thank You!

Questions & Discussion

Stephanie Tankard
Research Officer DNDC
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