
The Ministry of Health started a one year Long Term 

Care Action Plan in January 2017.  The Plan has 13 key 

actions to help achieve the goal of coordinated long 

term care services.  As the end of 2017 approaches, the 

Steering Committee held their last meeting  to wrap up 

the Plan. Achievements since July’s Issue Brief are listed 

below, see page 2 for all actions . The Ministry is grateful 

for the work done under this Plan and will continue to 

improve the accessibility, sustainability  and quality  of 

our long term care  system.  

Achievements since July 2017: 

 A second Intellectual disabilities workshop was held 

to contribute to the 3-5yr LTC strategy development 

and immediate actions identified. 

 Helpingservices.bm, a directory of  charities, govern-

ment and private  businesses, was launched to assist 

people in finding LTC services. 

 A communications plan is underway to ensure pro-

fessionals and the general public are aware of availa-

ble LTC resources. 

 Accreditation standards were developed and 2 care 

homes are set to completed the certification process  

 Residential Care Homes and Nursing Homes  Amend-

ment Act passed in the House of Assembly . 

 Mental Health Act urgent changes  identified and  a 

consultation paper will be published shortly.   
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LTC Resources (and Action Plan outputs) : 

www.gov.bm/long-term-care-action-plan  

www.helpingservices.bm   

www.gov.bm/long-term-care-resources 

www.gov.bm/long-term-care-education-and-training  

www.gov.bm/senior-abuse-reporting-and-

investigation 

The Residential Care Home and Nursing Homes 

Amendment Act 2017,  was passed on Dec 7th by 

the House of Assembly to improve  the protection 

of persons in care homes. Key changes made to 

the care homes Act are: 

 Code of Practice  established– The Code sets 

standards for care homes. Version 1 includes 

existing standards and new standards in: 

Staffing, Health & Personal Care; and Protec-

tion from Abuse, Use of Restraints & Manag-

ing Challenging Behaviours. Homes will re-

ceive a grade based on how well they comply 

with the Code.  

 Wider range of interventions by the Ministry 

and Courts to address risks to residents- A 

range of methods are included to ensure- im-

mediate interventions,  a broader range of 

conditions and restrictions such as interim-

management orders and lower re-registration 

fees for good compliance grades. 

 Due process for operators– Ensures a fair pro-

cess is in place for all  interventions by the 

Ministry or Courts  (e.g. notification and ap-

peals). 

Still to come:  

 Code of Practice (1st Edition) in development; 

consultation in the first quarter of 2018. 
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