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NEED TO KNOW Fast Facts - Nursing Amendment Act 2018

The Nursing Amendment Act 2018, will ensure that = Repeals the Midwives Act 1949

WIS Tg NI g TTe ERTOAWA F1 NV Te [Sd [ERE 1 SN [SI{SER = Creates the Bermuda Nursing and Midwifery
Council (previously the Bermuda Nursing

Council)

tion as nurses. Previously, they were regulated under

the Midwives Act 1949, which is repealed. The 1949

Act provided an outdated regulatory model that re- -
sulted in a limited scope of practice and oversight for

Transfers oversight of Midwives from the Ber-
muda Medical Council to the Bermuda Nurs-

this profession. The current amendments will ensure a ing and Midwifery Council

= The new Act will allow Midwives who are not
nurses, but have completed a midwifery edu-
cation programme approved by the Council
to practice in Bermuda

higher regulatory standard for midwives that aims to
protect the public by ensuring competent and safe
provision of care for women and babies.

= Aligns Bermuda’s legislation with many coun-
tries in Caribbean, the UK and Ireland

= Defines and protects what a Midwife is and
cando

= Outlines aregistration and re-registration
process for Midwives which will include con-
tinued education and minimum required prac-
tice hours

= Requires the development of a Code of Con-
duct with scope and standards for the prac-
tice of midwifery

NEXT STEPS

The Amendment Act 2018
is just the first phase of a
targeted approach to en-
hancing midwifery regula-
tion as well as choice and
potential cost savings for
the health system.

The next phase will re-
quire enhancing the regu-
latory framework for the
scope and practice of
midwives. This will in-
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clude engaging with mul-

tiple stakeholders :

*» to address prescribing
rights specific to mid-
wifery; and

» to develop policies and
collaborative practices
that ensure safe care of
women and babies.

We will share information

on the next phase and as

these areas develop.
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Outlines a complaint-handling and disciplinary
process for Midwives
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