
CHAPTER 3 - THE CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRE 

Chapter 3 deals with the Census questionnaire. I t attempts 

to descr ibe the ques t ionna i re as an e f f e c t i v e instrunent for 

c o l l e c t i n g a wide range of data while at the same time making 

p o s s i b l e the e f f i c i e n t t a b u l a t i o n of the key demographic, 

econanic and housing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of Bermucte's populat ion. 

The commentary begins w i th an o u t l i n e of the nature of the 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e and cont inues w i t h a general d iscuss ion o f 

the types o f quest ions asked and the reasons fo r which the 

information i s required. 

NATURE OF THE CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRE 

The questionnaire used in the 1980 Census enumeration (Form 

C . I . , see Afpendix I ) Is a mark-sensed document which contains 46 

questions. Of these, wr i t ten responses are required in only f i ve 

I ns tances . A l l other quest ions are completed by scoring the 

appropr ia te response pos i t i on . This score, in tu rn , i s "sensed" 

or " r e a d " by a spec ia l document read ing machine. Use of the 

techniques o f pre-coding and mark-sensing enables rapid co l lec

t i o n and process ing o f large volumes of information, a feature 

which is of increased importance when information is obtained via 

personal i n t e r v i e w s as was the case i n the Bermuda Census. 

The te rm " s c o r i n g " r e f e r s to the technique o f making 

marks i n the appropr ia te p lace or response p o s i t i o n on the 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e . For ty-one of the fo r t y -s i x questions asked are 

p re-coded. This means tha t the response p o s i t i o n s to these 

quest ions are already categorised and each category or answer is 

given a speci f ic "code". Thujs the enimerator can easi ly score the 

answer given by the respondent. 

The questions on the C . I . form are grouped under ten top ics: 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the Population, Migrat ion, 

Educat ion , Vocat ional T r a i n i n g , Economic Ac t i v i t y , F e r t i l i t y , 

Housing and Rent. What fol lows is a descript ion of the type of 

i n f o rma t i on required under each topic and how i t i s expected to 

be used. 

TOPIC 1 - IDENTIFICATION 

This t op i c deals w i th the i den t i f i ca t i on of the household 

and i t s members. I t Inc ludes quest ions one to four which 

i d e n t i f y the p a r i s h , p o s t a l zone and household as wel l as the 

name and assigned number of each indiv idual wi thin the household. 
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This i n fo rma t i on i s necessary fo r checking the completed 

ques t i ona i res at the Census Off ice and for deriv ing tabulations 

based on households by size and type. When compared with data 

from e a r l i e r censuses, d i s t r i bu t i on of households by size w i l l 

p rov ide va luab le i n s i g h t on the nature of the housing demand. 

D i s t r i b u t i o n by type of household - nuc lear , re la ted, mixed, 

non - re l a ted were developed f o r the f i r s t time in 1980. This 

i n f o rma t i on should enable sharper pol icy l ines to be drawn with 

respect to housing. 

TOPIC 2 - CHARACTERISTICS 

Information recorded under Topic 2, which includes questions 

5-12, g ives a p i c t u r e of c e r t a i n personal character ist ics of 

Bermuda's p o p u l a t i o n . These quest ions ask for deta i ls on an 

ind iv idua l ' s re lat ionship to head of household, age, sex, mar i ta l 

s tatus, usual residence, b i r thp lace, race and r e l i g i o n . 

Re la t i onsh ip to the head of household i s revealed by ques

t i o n 5. The pre-coded responses to t h i s quest ion are se l f -

explanatory except that the response designated spouse or partner 

r e f e r s to a w i f e or husband i f such a person is lega l l y married 

to the head, or to a common-law par tner i f the woman or man 

i n v o l v e d l i v e s w i th the head of household and assumes the 

domestic r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of a married partner. This question 

enables analysis of households by composition, which is important 

in dealing with problems of dependency. 

Questions 6 and 7 are concerned w i th age and sex; these 

are perhaps the key questions in the census questionnaire since 

w i thou t these, no person has been i d e n t i f i e d . Of even more 

importance i s the f a c t t ha t d i s t r i b u t i o n s by age and sex are 

necessary i n v i r t u a l l y every t a b u l a t i o n of the populat ion's 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s s ince the Inc idence of many o f these vary 

d r a m a t i c a l l y accord ing to age and sex. For I ns tance , the 

p r o b a b i l i t y t ha t an i nd i v i dua l w i l l be c lass i f ied as a "c le rk" 

i s strongly related to that person's age and sex. 

Information on mar i ta l status was requested only for persons 

aged 14 years or o l d e r . This question placed emphasis on the 

presence or absence of legal sanction of the union in which the 

i n d i v i d u a l , male or female, i s or has been involved. The ques

t ion carr ies a f i ve - fo l d c lass i f i ca t ion as fo l lows: 
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Never Marr ied covers a l l indiv iduals 14 years or older who 

have never been m a r r i e d , e i t h e r formally or as in the case of 

East Indians in Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana, through customary 

marriage ceremonies. 

M a r r i e d covers a l l persons aged 14 years or o lder who 

are f o r m a l l y m a r r i e d , whether or not they are l i v i n g with the 

pa r t ne rs to whom they are lega l l y married. Also to be included 

in th is category are persons married according to Hindu custorn or 

Muslim r i t e s , whether or not these marriages have t>een formally 

r e g i s t e r e d . A person l i v i n g apar t f rom, though not lega l l y 

s e p a r a t e d f rom, h i s or her mar r ied par tner i s recorded as 

marr ied. 

Widowed covers a l l persons mar r ied l e g a l l y or through 

customary r l t e s whose partners have d ied. 

D ivorced, covers a l l persons whose marr iages have been 

dissolved by legal proceedings. 

Lega l l y Separated app l i es to married persons l i v i n g apart 

whose separation has iegal sanction. 

I n fo rma t ion on m a r i t a l s t a tus o f the population provides 

a rough measure of the frequency o f c e l i b a c y , widowhood and 

d ivorce and the e f f e c t of these on populat ion growth t h r o u ^ 

the i r influence on f e r t i l i t y . 

Race, as a demographic charac ter is t i c , i s of long in te res t , 

due to the s p e c i f i c h i s t o r i c a l development o f the Caribbean 

area in tha t currents of inmigrants b r o u ^ t in to the region for 

various reasons were made up of diverse rac ia l groups. 

There are three response posit ions to the question on race 

which are B lack , White, and Other Races. The enumerator simply 

scored the race to which the respondent said he/she and other 

members of the household be long . However, i n keeping wi th 

common usage In Bermuda, chi ldren of mixed or ig ins who had one 

b lack parent were c l a s s i f i e d as Black, while chi ldren of other 

mixed unions were c lass i f ied as Other. 

The information on race forms the basis for fur ther i n v e s t i 

ga t i on of o ther character ist ics of the population necessary for 

the f o rmu la t i on of the variables connected with rac ia l a f f i l i a 

t i o n and the f o rmu la t i on of po l ic ies designed to a l lev ia te the 

social and economic handicaps which may a f fec t ei ther or both the 

two main rac ia l groips. 
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Quer ies concern ing the count ry o f usual residence and 

b i r t h place are included to determine the Impact of the fore ign-

born popu la t i on on the labour fo rce , education and on housing 

resources. Such analysis is made possible by corre lat ing informa

t i o n obtained under Topics 1 and 2 with that for other sections. 

Information on re l ig ion was obtained merely by recording the 

r e l i g i o n to which the respondent claimed he/she adhered. This 

question gives some indicat ion of how and the extent to which the 

s p i r i t u a l needs o f the i s l a n d are being met through ex is t ing 

r e l i g i o u s I n s t i t u t i o n s . Analysis of re l ig ious a f f i l i a t i o n with 

data on f e r t i l i t y sometimes reveals useful ins ight on the nature 

of a country's f e r t i l i t y patterns. 

TOPIC 3 - MIGRATION 

Th is sec t i on conta ins quest ions 13-16 which deal w i th 

movements o f the popu la t i on f r o n one major area to another. 

Questions 13-15 r e f e r to " i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n " , which is the 

movement of persons between parishes. (Movement wi th in parishes 

i s not defined as migrat ion.) Question 16 refers to inmigrat ion, 

which Involves movement of persons from the rest of the world to 

Bermuda. 

The importance of t h i s s ^ t l o n is that I t w i l l reveal the 

in ternal flows of the Bermuda-born populat ion, as wel l as provide 

a measure of the rates of Irrmlgration of the fore ig i -born popu

l a t i o n . These facts make possible a more r e a l i s t i c project ion of 

population on a national and parish basis. 

TOPICS 4 AND 5 - EDUCATION AND SPECIALISED TRAINING 

Education 

In fo rmat ion on educat ion and t r a i n i n g was c o l l e c t e d in 

Bermuda fo r the f i r s t t ime in the 1970 census. The questions 

used in 1980 were v i r t u a l l y unchanged from those of 1970. 

The k ind of non-voca t iona l school being attended by the 

student i s the subject of question 17 on educational attainment. 

Three types of educational i ns t i t u t i ons are recognised - primary, 

secondary and u n i v e r s i t y - and f o r completeness, two further 

t ypes , pr ivate study and other, are also included. The informa

t i o n i s a m p l i f i e d by quest ion ,18, which records whether the 

attendance a t an educat ional i n s t i t u t i o n is part-t ime or f u l l -

t ime. 

The h ighes t l e v e l of educat ion reached by the indiv idual 

refers to persons at school as wel l as to those who have f inished 
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t h e i r fo rmal s c h o o l i n g ; i t i s t reated under three heads. The 

f i r s t o f these shows whether the most advanced educat iona l 

i n s t i t u t i o n at tended by the i nd i v idua l i s primary, secondary, 

u n i v e r s i t y or other. The second, years of primary schooling, i s 

in tended to take i n t o account the great major i ty of Bermuda's 

populat ion, that i s those who have attended primary and secondary 

school only. 

The t h i r d aspect o f educa t iona l attainment refers to the 

h ighes t q u a l i f i c a t i o n s from the school or univers i ty attended. 

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s secured from pr imary school are not def ined. 

The lowest q u a l i f i c a t i o n r e f e r s to Bermuda Secondary School 

C e r t i f i c a t e . In the case of a l l other persons who have attended 

secondary school, three types of qua l i f i ca t ions are adopted. Two 

groups o f " 0 " l e v e l (Ord inary Leve l ) passes at the General 

C e r t i f i c a t e of Education (G.C.E.) are u t i l i s e d . The f i r s t deals 

w i th one to four passes. The second type i s a composite one: 

i t s i g n i f i e s f i ve "0 " level passes at the General Cer t i f i ca te of 

Educa t ion , or the securing of the Cantfirldge School Ce r t i f i ca te , 

or one pass at the "A" l e v e l a t the General C e r t i f i c a t e of 

Education. The t h i r d type Indicates two or more "A" level passes 

at the General C e r t i f i c a t e of Educa t ion . The l as t two types 

make possible estimates of numbers of students leaving secondary 

school wi th qual i f ica t ions for entry in to un ivers i ty . Two types 

o f 'qua l i f i ca t ions at post-secondary leve l are used, although the 

d i f f e r e n c e between these is not always easi ly determined. Che 

represents ho lders o f diplomas and the o t h e r , persons wi th 

univers i ty degrees. 

Questions concerning levels of highest educational a t t a i n 

ment c o n s t i t u t e a c u t o f f po in t in the i n t e r v i e w where the 

i n d i v i d u a l being dea l t w i t h i s a f u l l - t i m e male student at a 

pr imary or secondary school. In such cases no further Informa

t i o n i s requested about h im. For females, the sec t i on cn 

f e r t i l i t y w i l l be adninistered only i f the woman in question i s 

aged 15 years or o lder and does not at tend school f u l l t ime. 

However, i f the wonan is a f u l l - t ime student at a un ivers i ty , the 

ent i re Census schedule is adninistered. 

Specialised Training 

There were three quest ions on special ised t ra in ing which 

were asked only of persons aged 16 years or o lder. The questions 
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dea l t w i th the occupat ion f o r which t r a i n e d , method by which 

t ra in ing was acquired and period of t r a in ing . 

There were many problems in recording deta i ls about voca

t i o n a l t r a i n i n g . In some instances, such as in the case of the 

p r o f e s s i o n s , t h i s type of t ra in ing is v i r t u a l l y synonymous with 

the secur ing o f a univers i ty degree or diploma. The aim of the 

1980 Census was to t reat as specialised t ra in ing only ins t ruc t ion 

rece ived i n i n s t i t u t i o n s run for the purpose of providing such 

t r a i n i n g , or under approp r ia te auspices in the establishment 

where t r a i n e e s are employed. In t h i s c o n t e x t , "on the job" 

t r a i n i n g i s accepted only where i t includes a su f f i c ien t compo

nent of f o rma l i sa t i on and the granting of a ce r t i f i ca te set t ing 

out the k ind of q u a l i f i c a t i o n secured. Provision is made for 

t r a i n i n g rece ived by p r i v a t e s tudy , where the s a t i s f a c t o r y 

complet ion of t h i s is attested to by granting of an appropriate 

diploma or c e r t i f i c a t e ; th is i s a very small category. 

TOPIC 6 - ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

The seven quest ions i n t h i s sec t ion provide Information 

about a l l persons aged 16 years and over , who at the time of 

enumeration were not a t t end ing primary or secondary school as 

f u l l - t ime students. The Information on economic a c t i v i t y gives a 

p i c t u r e of the l e v e l and type of p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the labour 

force of the adult population. 

Of the seven questions in th is sect ion, two provide data on 

economic a c t i v i t y i n r e l a t i o n to the twelve months preceding 

Census Day. The remaining f i ve give information in respect to 

the week preceding Census enumeration. 

Questions on Main A c t i v i t y and Number o f Months Worked 

r e l a t e to the twelve months preceding Census Day and seek to 

p rov ide in fo rmat ion as to what indiv iduals did for most of that 

per iod. 

The quest ion on Main A c t i v i t y aims at c lass i f y ing persons 

i n Bermuda's population as economically ac t i ve ; i . e . persons in 

the labour fo rce as w e l l as the non-economically act ive - the 

non- labour f o r c e . The economical ly a c t i v e persons are those 

p r o v i d i n g labour for the production of goods and services. For 

t h i s quest ion i n d i v i d u a l s were ca tegor i sed i n one of e igh t 

groups according to what they did for most of the twelve months 

preceding Census Cay. 
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The f i r s t group, Worked, provides Information on persons who 

worked f o r most o f the twelve months preceding enumeration 

and about the type of work they d i d . A detai led de f in i t i on of 

the concept Work was provided as guidance for the enumerators. 

For the Census, Work inc ludes a l l work w i th pay wliether the 

i n d i v i d u a l works fo r o t h e r s , as a t r a i n e e or for se l f i n own 

business or farm which is run for p r o f i t . The concept Work also 

inc ludes work done without pay in one's own business or farm or 

as an unpaid a p p r e n t i c e . Seeking f i r s t job covers a l l persons 

who at the t ime of enumeration had never worked previously and 

were at t ha t t ime new en t ran ts in to the labour force. Others 

seeking work includes a l l persons who had previously worked but 

at the t ime of the census were not working but were act ive ly 

seeking work. The group Wanted Work and Ava i l ab le includes 

persons who had been p rev i ous l y ac t ive ly seeking work wittiout 

success and v^o were at the time of the Census no longer seeking 

work, but would work i f a Job were offered them. 

These four categories form the labour force or economically 

a c t i v e persons; i . e . , the employed as wel l as the unemployed. 

The category Home Duties applies to indiv iduals w#io for most 

of the year were engaged in housekeeping, cooking, cleaning, e t c . , 

w i thou t r e c e i v i n g pay. Student as a group is applicable to a l l 

persons aged 16 years or older who were in f u l l - t ime attendance 

at u n i v e r s i t y or a pr imary or secondary school. The category 

Re t i r ed /D i sab led refers to persons who for most of the year were 

i n ret i rement or were incapacitated in some way, thus making them 

unable to work. 

The quest ion on Number of Months Worked was asked of a l l 

persons 16 years and over , Inc lud ing those whose main a c t i v i t y 

was something other than work, s ince i t was poss ib le fo r an 

i n d i v i d u a l to have worked only one or two months during the past 

twelve months. For t h i s question, periods spent on vacation or 

s i ck leave w i t h pay were regarded as periods of work. Special 

care had to be taken with respect to the to ta l nunber employed in 

short periods of work each day. 

The remaining f i v e quest ions i n t h i s sect ion - Worker or 

Occupat ional S ta tus , Main Type of Job or Occupation, Industry, 

Economic S i t u a t i o n , Number of Hours Worked - a l l refer to the 

week preceding enuneration. 

34 



Worker or Occupat ional Sta tus was asked of a l l persons 

aged 16 years and older who did any work at a l l during the time 

reference per iod, i . e . , the week before the Ctensus. The question 

c l a s s i f i e s i n d i v i d u a l s as having worked for others - Govern

ment, Private Enterprise, Private Household - or worked for se l f 

i n one's own bujsiness or farm with or without paid help. 

Main Type of Job or Occupation - This category sought to 

g ive a d e t a i l e d desc r i p t i on of the type of job held during the 

week preceding enumeration by each i nd i v i dua l who had worked 

dur ing the week. In the case of persons looking for work during 

the week preceding enumerat ion, response pertains to the most 

recent j ob . 

Indus t ry or Type of Business - Information provided here 

r e f e r s to the type of business or industry i n which the i n d i v i 

dual worked dur ing the week preceding enuneration (or was las t 

employed a t , i n the case of persons looking for work during the 

week). Short descript ions were wr i t ten for th is and the question 

on Occupat ion, since these were two of the f i ve questions which 

required coding. 

Economic S i t u a t i o n during Past Week - The main aim of th is 

quest ion i s an attempt to e s t a b l i s h a Week's Labour Force as 

d i s t i n c t from the Year 's Labour Force prov ided by responses 

to Main A c t i v i t y . The response p o s i t i o n s to t h i s quest ion 

correspond c l o s e l y to those for the question on Main Ac t i v i t y . 

There are two except ions however. Categor ies With Job Not 

Working and Looked f o r work are incorporated in th is question. 

With Job Not Working appl ies to persons who at the time of the 

Census had some job attachment but were absent from work for some 

reason; e . g . , s ick , vacation leave. Looked for work Includes a l l 

persons who were unemployed at the time of the Census. 

Number of Hours Worked - Responses to th is question were in 

respect to the ac tua l t o t a l number of hours worked during the 

week preceding enumeration. Chly persons who were c lass i f ied as 

having worked dur ing the week gave responses to th is q jest lon. 

The i n fo rma t i on obtained here applies to work actual ly done and 

does not include time spent on vacat ion, study or sick leave, as 

was the case for some questions in th is sect ion. 
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Uses of Section 

The sec t ion on econanic a c t i v i t y i s easi ly the most impor

t a n t i n a modern popu la t ion Census. This section provides the 

bas ic i n fo rma t i on fo r s tud ies o f the growth, composition and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of Bermuda's a v a i l a b l e work f o r c e , wrfnich is of 

fundamental Importance for the determinaticn of po l ic ies and the 

planning of progranmes aimed at f u l l and e f fec t ive u t i l i s a t i o n of 

our human resources. 

This sec t i on prov ides data on the sort of jobs residents 

are h o l d i n g , the i n d u s t r i e s i n which t h e i r employment is of 

greater or lesser importance, the i r age structure and educational 

background, and, by inference, the extent to which they w i l l have 

to be replaced by new entrants to the labour force or by imported 

latjour. 

TOPIC 7 - FERTILITY 

Topic 7 deals w i t h f e r t i l i t y ; i . e . , the sctual tearing of 

c h i l d r e n by women as they pass through the chi ld-bearing age 

groups ( 1 5 - 4 5 years), as well as with Union Status; i . e . , the 

type o f union which resulted in the b i r t h of such ch i ld ren . The 

s ix questions in th is section were asked only of females 15 years 

o l d and over. Males of a l l ages were not required to respond to 

these ques t i ons . In fo rmat ion on f e r t i l i t y i s of fundamental 

Importance fo r i t s own sake - the study of f e r t i l i t y patterns -

as we l l as for the development of population forecasts. Both of 

these i ng red ien t s are of course of f i r s t importance i n the 

development of a national population po l icy . 

F e r t i l i t y seeks to provide Information on the reproductive 

performance o f women i n t h e i r c h i l d - b e a r i n g years (15 - 45). 

I n d i c a t o r s o f t h i s rep roduc t i ve performance would i nc lude 

i n f o rma t i on on the p r o b a b i l i t y or l i ke l ihood that a wanan aged 

15 years and over In Bermuda's popu la t i on w i l l bear a c h i l d ; 

completed f e r t i l i t y ( the a c t u a l number of c h i l d r e n a woman 

has had as she passed t h r o u ^ the chi ld-bearing per iod) ; and the 

age of women at which they had t h e i r f i r s t and l a s t c h i l d . 

Four of the six questions in th is section deal spec i f i ca l l y 

with f e r t i l i t y . Information derived from these four questions is 

as f o l l o w s : the number of l i vebo rn chi ldren a woman has ever 

had ( l i v e b o r n c h i l d r e n here include chi ldren a l ive at the time 

o f the Census as wel l as chi ldren who have d ied) , the actual age 

o f each mother at which she bore her f i r s t l iveborn c h i l d , the 
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ac tua l age at which the woman bore her l a s t l i v e b o r n c h i l d 

( s i g n i f y i n g completion of f e r t i l i t y ) , the nimber of l i v e b l r t h s / 

s t i l l b i r t h s d u r i n g the twelve months preceding Census Day. 

The l a s t two of the s i x questions in th is section provide 

information on Union Status. The questions sought information as 

to the var ious types of union which resulted in the b i r th of a 

c h i l d , as w e l l as the du ra t i on of such union ( i n completed 

y e a r s ) . For women under 45 years of age, union status referred 

to the present union; i . e . , the union exist ing at the time of the 

Census; fo r women 45 years and o l d e r , union s ta tus referred 

to the union which ex i s ted when the woman was 45 years o l d . 

TOPICS 8 AND 10 - HOUSING AND RENT 

Housing 

The sect ion on houjsing contains seven questions re la t ing to 

the basic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f housing i n the town, c i t y and 

parishes. 

The quest ions deal w i th the fo l low ing aspects of housing 

accommodation: Type of D w e l l i n g , Type o f Tenure ( i . e . , the 

a r rangemen t under wh ich a household occupies i t s l i v i n g 

q u a r t e r s ) . Water Supply, T o i l e t F a c i l i t i e s , Year When the 

Dwel l ing Was B u i l t , the M a t e r i a l o f the Outer Walls, and the 

Number of Rooms In the Dwell ing. 

The i n fo rma t i an requ i red under housing is fundamental for 

the f o rmu la t i on of a sound housing p o l i c y . Sux î information 

includes: 

(1) The frequency of home ownership; 

(2) Demographic and other character is t ics of tiome 

owners and renters; 

(3) The relat ionship of apartment dwell ing to single 

detached housing; 

(4) The frequency of dual purpose bui ld ing ( e . g . , o f f i ce 

complexes which include a dwel l ing) ; 

(5) D ls t r lbut icn of housing stock by s ize ; 

(6) Standard of water and sewage systems; 

(7) Standard of housing ( i . e . , material of outer wa l l s ) ; 

(8) Rate of construction ( I . e . year dwell ing b u i l t ) ; 

(9) Rate of overcrowding. 
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Rent 

This sec t i on dea ls w i t h r e n t a l of the dwel l ing uni t and 

seeks to o b t a i n - i n f o r m a t i o n on the period of renta l payment as 

wel l as the amount of rent paid. Rental information w i l l provide 

a p r o f i l e of ren ts which i s an impor tant determinant of the 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the demand for shelter and hence an Important 

ingredient In any housing po l icy . 

TOPIC 9 - CHECK OF CENSUS COUNT 

This sec t i on i s aimed at deteimining the actual number of 

persons w i t h i n each household on Census Day. This check i s made 

on Census Day a f t e r p r e l i m i n a r y enumeration has taken place. 

I t h i g h l i g h t s whether or not changes have taken place in the 

composi t ion among household members, and i f so what the changes 

are (addi t ions to the household due to b i r t hs , marriages, re tum 

o f household members who were absent du r i ng the preliminary 

enumerat ion, and departures from the tiousehold because of death 

or separation of spouses). 
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